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Esteemed Members,

In the month of May the details of master
link and sub-links providing information about
the various medals, awards and recognition given
by IEEE and in June, the comprehensive list of
members of IEEE Madras Section who received
the awards from HQ were presented under this
column. This month I would like to share some
details regarding elevation to Senior Member Grade (Courtesy:
IEEE website).

Eligibility: A candidate shall be an engineer, scientist, educator,
technical executive or originator in IEEE-designated fields namely:
Engineering, Computer Sciences and Information Technology, Physical
Sciences, Biological and Medical Sciences, Mathematics, Technical
Communications, Education, Management, Law and Policy etc.,

Experience: Candidates shall have been in professional practice
for at least ten years and have shown significant performance over a
period of at least five of those years. The educational experience is
credited as follows: Three years for a bachelor degree, Four years for
bachelor and master degree and Five years for the Ph. D in an IEEE-
designated field.

Five years of significant performance: Many prospective
applicants make the mistake of assuming that “significant performance”
requires special awards, patents or other extremely sophisticated technical
accomplishments; such is not the case. Substantial job responsibilities
such as team leader, task supervisor, engineer in-charge of a program or
project, engineer or scientist performing research with some measure of
success (papers), or faculty developing and teaching courses with research
and publications — all are indications of significant performance. The
significant performance that would serve to qualify an individual for
elevation to Senior Member need not have occurred in the years
immediately prior to the application. Thus, life and retired members are
eligible for elevation.

Benefits:
. Recognition: The professional recognition of your peers for
technical and professional excellence.

. Senior Member Plaque to be proudly displayed for colleagues,
clients, and employers to see.

. US $ 25 coupon: This coupon can be used to join one new IEEE
Society. The coupon expires on 31 December of the year in which
it is received.

. Letter of Commendation: A letter of commendation will be sent
to your employer on the achievement of Senior Member grade
(upon the request of the newly elected Senior Member).

contd..... page 2

Dear Friends,

This month chairman’s message deals in detail
about the benefits of Senior Membership in IEEE and
how a professional member can get elevated as a Senior
Member (SM). It is noted that a good no. of our
s Section members are eligible to become SMs. While
a few have already applied for the SM, we earnestly
request other professional members to initiate the
process of becoming a SM since the entire process
takes about two months including the approval by the HQ committee.

With the current academic year started in June, we expect the
student branches to become quite active and organize a no. of events.
Already few active student branches have reported about their activities.
This month LINK reports the activities held at Kumaraguru College of
Technology, Kongu Engineering College, Aarupadai Veedu Institute of
Technology, Knowledge Institute of Technology, Francis Xavier
Engineering College and M. Kumarasamy College of Engineering.

Briefreviews of four text books — “Basic Computer Engineering”,
“Basic Electrical and Electronics Engineering”, “Control Systems Engineering”,
“Game Architecture and Programming” appear in this issue of LINK. The
publisher Wiley India Pvt. Ltd is willing to provide discount & free shipping

to our members. Students and faculty members may pl. avail the offer.

Snippets relating to self development & management such as “Some
communication complaints”, “People who lack confidence”, “Six Thinking
Hats” have been published along with a list of Interesting Information
Sources. We are sure that readers will find them useful.

While we wish to publish articles contributed by professional
members, we do not seem to be receiving them. We urge our members
working industry share their experiences and present case studies which
would interest other members and the student members at large.

Joining the IEEE and its societies during mid August has unique
advantage. One can enjoy the membership benefits for 15 months by paying
the annual dues for 12 months. The students who are planning to become the
member of IEEE may consider the joint membership of IEEE, IEEE CS
and IEEE CS Digital Library at USD 40/=. (Last year rate — which is likely
to continue this year too). For working professional, e-membership option
is available at USD 55/= instead of normal membership at USD 141/=.

The Section and some of the Society Chapters are supporting events
such as ICEGT-2011: International Conference on Emerging Green
Technologies, IAMA-2011: International Conference on Intelligent Agent
& Multi-Agent Systems and ReSYM-11: Research Symposium on Pervasive
Computing and its Underlying Technologies which are listed in the
Forthcoming Events. We request our members to actively participate in them.

The Section has plans to organize an event to celebrate for having
received the “R10 DISTINGUISHED LARGE SECTION AWARD”.
P1. look forward to the formal announcement.
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Activities at Kumaraguru College of Technology
Social Activity

The IEEE KCT Student branch organized
asocial activity for orphan children in Bharatha
Annai Seva Sangam, Coimbatore on 26" Feb
2011. Around 20 IEEE student members and
four staff members volunteered in this
programme. The staff members and students

Chairman’s Message continued....

. Announcement: An announcement
of elevation can be made in Section/
Society and or local newsletters,
newspapers, and notices.

. Leadership Eligibility: Senior
Members are eligible to hold executive
IEEE volunteer positions.

. Ability to Refer other candidates :
Senior Members can serve as a referee
for other applicants for senior
membership

. Review panel: Senior members are
invited to be on the panel to review
Senior Member applications.
References: Candidates for Senior

Member grade must provide three references

from current [IEEE members holding the grade

of Fellow, Senior Member or Honorary

Member.

Links for further information:

For application form: http://goo.gl/WFCvs
For the list of Senior Members of Madras
Section: http://goo.gl/EVHUQ

For other details: http://goo.gl/TT6ce
Irequest the eligible members to make

use of the above information and get elevated
to the Senior Member grade.

Affectionate colleague
Dr. T.Thyagarajan

interacted with the children after they had
introduced themselves. Drawing competition
was held and stationary items were provided to
every one of them. They participated in this
event interestingly. A group activity to test the
understanding and absorbing ability of the
children was also held. Prizes and gifts were
distributed to the children. After a short break
with snacks and cool drinks, a short film
emphasizing motivation by focusing the life of
celebrities, patriotism and environmental issues
was screened. 70 orphan children participated
in the activities. The IEEE Student members
and staff members felt that this activity gave
them immense satisfaction.

HATMAT-11: Hands on
Programme on Matlab

Training

In the next session Prof. V. Sharmila Deve
explained about the basics of MATLAB
programming with M-File which included the
array formation, Polynomial functions, Graph
Plotting, Sub Plots, Formation of 3D an Mesh
images.

The session on control system design
was handled by Prof. D. Rajalakshmi. She
explained time response analysis with LTI
viewer and stability analysis with help of Bode
plot, Nyquist plot and Polar plot. The afternoon
session started with Introduction of Simulink.
The various blocks in Simulink were explained
and an example Simulink model was
demonstrated for sine wave generation and
mathematical calculation. The Controlled
Rectifiers and inductive chopping in Power
electronics was discussed. DSP application like
convolution, fast Fourier transform, inverse fast
Fourier transform was discussed in MATLAB.

Atthe end of the session certificates were
distributed by Dr. Mahalakshmi, Professor in
EEE Dept. 74 students from various engineering
colleges enthusiastically participated in this
programme.

Annual General Body Meeting

IEEE KCT Student Branch conducted its
annual general body meeting on 24" June 2011.
Branch office bearers and all IEEE student
members participated. The meeting was
presided by Prof. .V. Sharmila Deve, IEEE staff
in-charge, IEEE KCT Student Branch. The new
office bearers for the year 2011 were elected.
Forthcoming ture activities like seminar,

W —y

The IEEE KCT Student branch
conducted a one day workshop “Hands on
training programme on Matlab” on 4™ March
2011. Dr. Rani Thottugal HoD/EEE welcomed
the participants. Prof. R. Kavitha delivered the

presentation about introduction and
applications of MATLAB/Simulink in the field
of signal processing, power electronics,
communication systems, control design,
robotics, optimization neural and fuzzy system.

workshop, project contest, etc. were planned.
Various IEEE student members of [IEEE KCT
Student Branch took responsibility for different
activities. There is saying “If you don’t plan
your work, you are planning to fail”. We have
planned our work hoping it would lead to
success.

Report by: Prof. Sharmila Keerthivasan,
sharmiladeve_cbe@yahoo.co.in
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Inauguration of Activities at Kongu Engineering College

The inaugural function of the activities
of IEEE Student Branch and the WIE Affinity
Group of Kongu Engineering College was
organized on 2" July 2011.

The function began with a prayer song
and the lighting of the traditional Kuthuvilakku.
Prof. K. Narayanan- Staff Co-cordinator of IEEE
welcomed the gathering. In his address, he invited
the students to actively participate in the events
of the forum. He also encouraged the students
to volunteer to organize the events of IEEE.

Mrs. V. R. Saraswathy, Staff Co-
coordinator introduced the office bearers for the
year 2011-2012. The year plan for IEEE was
proposed by Mr. P. Shanmuganathan, Chairman,
IEEE SB and the year plan for WIE was
proposed by Ms. S. Harini, Chairperson, WIE.

Prof. S. Kuppuswami, Principal, KEC
and Branch Counselor, IEEE KEC presided over

the function. He wished the new office bearers
all the best and also suggested to add more
innovative programs in the annual plan so that
students can use them to develop themselves.

The guest speaker, Dr. N. Kumarappan,
Prof., Annamalai University, in his address gave
a pandect of IEEE. He suggested us to try for
various awards that are given by IEEE HQ. He
also threw light on the emerging top ten

technologies and briefed them for the benefit of
students.

To express our gratitude, Prof. K.
Narayanan presented the memento to Dr. N.
Kumarappan. The vote of thanks was proposed
by Mr. S. Aswin Deep, Treasurer — IEEE SB.
The function came to an end by extending
gratitude to our motherland through the
National Anthem.

Participation of IEEE Madras Section in TISP Worksh
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On 7" and 8" May 2011 IEEE Hyderabad
Section organized the Teacher In Service
Program training workshop at Taj Krishna,
Hyderabad. From IEEE Madras Section
Dr.N.Kumarappan, Educational Activity Chair
attended the workshop as one of the organizing
committee member and also around ten member
of IEEE Madras attended the above workshop.

Explaining the need for such workshop
and how IEEE will be involved in Pre-

University education outreach activities and the
goal of the TISP workshop such as were
addressed. The experts briefed how to promote
applied inquiry based learning and the ways to
enhance the level of technological literacy at
pre-University level. They also stressed on
identifying the ways through which engineers
can assist school and school systems. Then
TISP hands-on activity was given to the
participants. It focused on how to design and
build a working windmill with every day
products. It was an interesting activity and the
participants indulged themselves in the activity.
Then a lecture on social networking was
presented.

Discussion on the challenges &
opportunities in the local pre-University school
systems was held then again hands on activity
on electrical messages then and now was given.

op

It focused on exploring electric message systems
from light signals using international morse code
to text messaging. The TISP participants
involved themselves in the activity and created
several unique models.

There was a lecture on alignment with
education standards in the secondary schools.
Then the very important issue of how to begin
and how to develop a partnership with Pre-
University education community and the
professional development needs in the school
and school systems were discussed in detail.
Action plan for the next steps were developed.
Planning teams were identified. Finally the
TISP workshop adjourned with the panel
meeting.

Report by: Dr. N.Kumarappan, Education
Activity Chair, IEEE Madras Section

Seminar on Career Planning & Higher Education at AVIT

IEEE Computer Society Branch Chapter
of AVIT and Association of Information
Technology Engineers, Dept of Information
Technology, Aarupadai Veedu Institute of
Technology organized a one day seminar on
Career Planning & Higher Education on 22™
Jun 2011. Mr. Mark North, Senior Manager,
TIME, Chennai addressed the participants.

Dr. (Mrs.) N.R. Alamelu Principal, AVIT

delivered the presidential Address. Dr. A.
Anthony Irudhayaraj, Dean (IT) AVIT
welcomed the gathering and briefed the
importance of career planning opportunities and
created the awareness about the sponsorship
for higher education.

Faculty members and students from the
Dept, of IT were participated in the seminar.
Mr. C. Karthikeyan, HOD/IT delivered the vote
of thanks.
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Activities at Knowledge Institute of Technology

IEEE Awareness Meet

An “IEEE Awareness Meet” was held on
16™ August 2010. About 210 students from
various departments actively participated in this
program.

Dr. N. Santhiyakumari, IEEE Branch
Counselor addressed the gathering about the
history of IEEE, Mission & Vision of IEEE and
its benefits for the student community and gave
a detailed description about the objectives. She
also highlighted the benefits acquired by being
member of IEEE. Her speech was thought
provoking and inspired the students to become
the members of IEEE. Mrs. M. Shenbagapriya,
IEEE Student Branch In-charge explained the
importance of IEEE in an engineer’s life, and
gave a clear idea and the significance of IEEE
with various department of engineering. Her
presentation made it clear that IEEE is for all
branches of engineering and not just an
institution of the electrical engineers.

“Creative Drawing” Competition

A “Creative Drawing” competition on the
topic ‘Green Energy & Global Warming” was
held on 14" Sep 2010. Around 30 participants
of Tand II year students had actively participated
to show their talents in drawing.

Dr.N.Santhiyakumari, Student Branch
Counselor, addressed the gathering and presided
over the event. The main objective of this
competition was to create awareness on global
warming and green energy. This was a platform
to the students to show their creativity and
express it by drawing. This was also the platform
where imagination of commoner ends and the

engineer begins. The event was mentored by
Mrs. M. Shenbagapriya, IEEE Student Branch
In-charge and was coordinated by Mr. K.
Sivaprakasam and C.R. Ashokrajan, IEEE
student member. This event was well received
by the participants, Mr. T. Praveenkumar,
Student Branch Chairman thanked all for making
this event a grand success.

Technical & General Quiz

A “Technical & General Quiz” contest
was held on 29" Sep 2010, for the 1% & 2™ year
students. Around 75 students from various
departments actively participated in the event.

The IEEE Student Branch Counselor Dr.
N. Santhiyakumari addressed the gathering. Mrs.
M. Shenbagapriya IEEE Student Branch In-
charge and Mr. K. Jagan IEEE student member
co-ordinated the event. Out 400 students who
took the preliminary test, 15 students from 1*
& 2™ year were short listed for the quiz. The 1%
round of quiz was on engineering concepts and
on historical events. After the first round, several
rounds were conducted. At the end of fifth
round, three teams were selected for the final
round. While the final round questions for the
2m years was on recent technologies and
development, the first years had questions on
current events going around the world. The event
came to an end, with the vote of thanks delivered
by Mr.V. Kumaravel, Secretary of IEEE Student
Branch.

Technical Article Presentation

An event focusing on “Technical Article
Presentation” on “Recent Trends in Engineering”
was organized on 7" Oct 2010 for the 2™ year
students of all departments. Around 150
participants participated in this event.

The IEEE Student Branch Counselor Dr.
N. Santhiyakumari addressed the gathering. Mrs.
M. Shenbagapriya, IEEE Branch In-charge and
Mr.R.Ravikumar, IEEE Student Member co-
ordinated the event. Out of the 150 members
who took the preliminary test gave short
presentations on technical topics and 30

students were short listed for the final
presentation and made presentations based on
recent trends in their own core departments of
engineering. Based on the presentation skills,
technical concepts and spontaneity of the
presentations three teams were selected and
awarded with prizes. The event came to an end
with the vote of thanks by Mr. M. Ashok
Kumar, Vice Chairman, IEEE Student Branch.

Mind Twisting

An event focusing on “Mind Twisting”
activities was organized on 24™ Dec 2010.
Around 75 participants from various
departments took part in the event.

Dr. N. SanthiyaKumari, IEEE Student
Branch Counselor presided over the function
and addressed the participants. Mrs. M.
Shenbagapriya, IEEE Student Branch In-charge
and Mr. T. Praveenkumar, Chairman, IEEE
Student Branch co-ordinated the event. The
event had five rounds of contest to filter out,
the best team. The first round which was based
on [-Q, was followed by a round which tested
the communication skills. The third round was
the tongue twisters which tested on
pronunciation and extemporaneity of the
students, from which 3 teams were selected for
the final round and they were tested on
innovativeness and they were given a task of
solving issues and pre-time setup games. It
served as a platform for all members to
communicate and develop themselves. Tthe
event came to an end with the vote of thanks
by Mr.V.Kumaravel, Secretary, IEEE Student
Branch Secretary who thanked the management,
branch counselor, branch in-charge and all the
participants for making the event a grand
success.

Cultural Event

A “Cultural” event was organized on 31%
Dec 2010. About 35 students from various
departments actively participated in this event.

Dr. N. Santhiyakumari, IEEE Student
Branch Counselor presided over the event and
addressed the gathering. Mrs. M.
Shenbagapriya, IEEE Student Branch In-charge
and M. Muthukumar, R. Anandhi, K.
Kavipriya, N. Poornidevi, IEEE Student Branch
Members had coordinated the event and made
all the necessary arrangements. The cultural had
different categories like singing, dancing and
mimicry. The students with interest involved
in these events and exhibited their talents. Every
student proved their individuality. Generally
these kinds of events are conducted for the
purpose of relieving the students from their
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curriculum activities and to bring out their
extracurricular talents. The selection for the
prizes was based on the criteria such as
performance, body language, expression, voice,
action etc., Most students performed well and
entertained the audience and selection
committee. The event came to an end, with the
vote of thanks by Mr. V. Kumaravel, Secretary
of IEEE Student branch.

IEEE Membership Meet

An “IEEE Membership Meet” was held
on 21 January 2011. About 45 student
members of IEEE had actively participated in
this meet.

Dr. N. Santhiyakumari, IEEE Student
Branch Counselor was the resource person. She

introduced the office bearers and members of
different committees. She highlighted the various
activities which were conducted by IEEE
Student Branch during the academic year 2010-
11.The future plans of the Student Branch were
also discussed after she had briefly explained
about the branch operation. The session was
helpful in clarifying certain doubts persisted in
the minds of the newly inducted members. The
main objective of this meet was to discuss about
the IEEE Spectrum magazine and highlight the
benefits of the membership. The meet proved
beneficial in learning the art of proper planning
to avoid hard hitting of books and was found
useful and informative by all the students.

Social Awareness Programme

“SKIT” —a social awareness programme
was organized on 4" Feb 2011. About 50

members participated and expressed their
concepts in the form of dialogues and actions.

Dr. N. Santhiyakumari, IEEE Student
Branch Counselor presided over the programme
and addressed the participants. Mrs.M.
Shenbagapriya, IEEE Student Brach In-charge
and had coordinated the programme and made
all the necessary arrangements for the event.
This kind of social event makes the students
feel free to express their feelings based on their
concepts and enrich the mind of the students.
This further improves the leadership qualities
and team spirit of the students. The participants
took various topics such as child labor, education
for girls, mobile phones causing accidents,
today’s youth, India in 2020, and India’s present
stage of development etc., and presented their
concepts. The event came to an end with the
vote of thanks by Mr. M. Ashokkumar,Vice
Chairman of IEEE Student Branch who thanked
the management, branch counselor, branch in-
charge and all the participants for making the
event a grand success.

Report by: Dr. N. Santhiyakumari,
santhiyarajee@rediffmail.com

Seminar on ASIC Physical

Design Flow at Francis Xavier Engineering College

The IEEE student branch of Francis
Xavier Engineering College organized a seminar
on ASIC Physical Design Flow for the benefit
of students and staff members on 27th May
2011. Mr. M. Senthil Vinoth from HDL
Solutions, Madurai was the resource person.
About 25 IEEE members and staff of FX
Engineering College participated in the seminar.
The program was interactive and explored many
interesting and useful techniques and ideas in

VLSI design. Even for most complicated
programming, many ideas and solutions were
given by the resource person.

The seminar covered the following
aspects: ASIC design flow; Schematic and
layout design and Lambdha based rules,
placement and routing. The participants found
the sessions were very useful and interesting.

Report by: D.Meenakshi

ICEGT-2011: International Conference
on Emerging Green Technologies. 27-30,
Jul 2011 at Periyar Maniammai University,
Vallam. Contact: icegt2011@gmail.com
Website: www.icegt2011.in

TAMA-2011: International Conference on
Intelligent Agent & Multi-Agent
Systems. 7-9, Sep 2011at Rajalakshmi
Engineering College, Chennai in
association with IEEE Madras Section,
IEEE Computer Society, Madras Chapter,
Computer Society of India, Chennai
Chapter and Artificial Intelligence

Forthcoming Events

Association of India. Last date for paper
submission: 20th May 2011. Contact:
enquiry@iama2011.org.in Website: http:/
/www.iama2011.org.in/

ReSYM-11: Research Symposium
on Pervasive Computing and its
Underlying Technologies. 15 - 16, Sep
2011, Chennai, Last date for paper
submission : 31st Jul 2011. Contact:
Dr. A. Balaji Ganesh, Ph: +91-44-
26591860; Mobile: 098427 91925;
E-Mail: resymll@gmail.com &
abganesh@velammal.edu.in

Section Membership as on
15th July 2011
Life Fellow - 2
Fellow - 1
Life Senior - 7
Senior Member - 85
Life Member - 5
Member - 1906
Associate - 122
Affliate - 32
Graduate Student Member - 913
Student Member - 4950
Total - 8,023
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Skills Enlightening Program on IEEE COMSOC at
M. Kumarasamy College of Engineering

The student branch of IEEE
Communication Society at M. Kumarasamy
College of Engineering, Karur had conducted a
skills enlightening program on the topic “Skills
for Work — an Overview” on 2" July 2011. Dr.
S .K. Chitra Lakshimi, Assistant Professor,
Dept. of English, Government College of Engg,
Salem presided over the programme. Prof. V.
Kavitha, HOD/ECE, IEEE Student Branch
Advisor and Prof. K. Sundararaju, HOD/EEE,
IEEE Student Branch Counselor and the Staff
Coordinates Ms. T. Abirami, LEC/ECE and

Mr. G. Shanmugavadivel, LEC/ECE also
participated in the programme.

The programme started with the Lighting
of the ‘Kuthuvilaku’ by the dignitaries. Mr. P.
S. Prakash, Pre-Final ECE, Vice Chairperson,
IEEE COMSOC welcomed the gathering. Prof.
K. Sundararaju, IEEE Student Branch Counselor
in his felicitation, briefed about the importance
of communication and interpersonal skills in a
corporate environment as well as in day-to-day
life. Prof. V. Kavitha, IEEE Student Branch
Advisor addressed the gathering and briefed the
members of [IEEE COMSOC on the numerous
ways of gaining knowledge with the help of
IEEE COMSOC.

Then the Guest of Honour Dr. S .K. Chitra
Lakshimi conducted an interactive and very
informative session on ‘Skills for Work’. She
briefed on the usage of linguistics of English all
over the world and how to use the language ina
good manner. She explored about the

pronunciation skills and exploited on the tips
of using dictionary to improve pronunciation.
She conducted a spot innovative activity, which
was attended by 20 students as volunteers.
Then from that activity, a highly energetic
interaction was held among the students. Time
management skills, focus on the activity,
steadiness, enthusiasm and different
approaches of the students had been practically
observed by the students.

She pointed out students and on the spot
situations were given to check their professional
behavior and grasping abilities of the students
which was very impressive and helped the
students to think professionally. The
programme concluded with the vote of thanks
by Ms. V. Naga Sushmitha, Final ECE,
Secretary, [IEEE COMSOC.

IEEE COMSOC proposes to conduct
similar kind of programs during the year to
enrich and update the knowledge of young,
dynamic and enthralling students.

Report by: Ms. V. Naga Sushmitha,
sushmitha.naga@gmail.com

Some communication “complaints”

e  Speaking in a monotone.

e Avoiding eye contact.

e  Fidgeting and other annoying mannerisms.
e Using vocal fillers (“uhm,” “uh,” etc.).

e  Lacking any emotion or conviction.

e  Sounding mechanical or rehearsed.

e Rushing through the presentation, speaking
too fast.

e  Talking down to the audience.
e  Not finding common ground.

e  Failing to help the audience see value in the
presentation.

e  Pushing or pressuring the audience.

e  Overloading the audience with too much
information.

e Being disorganized, jumping from one
point to the next without any flow.

e  Not checking environment beforehand to
limit interruptions and distractions.

o  Exhibiting poor listening skills.
o  Sayingthe wrong things at the wrong moments.

e Not adapting to the particular personality
or personalities you’re working with.

e Displaying nervousness and fear.
e Jumping to conclusions.
e Constantly interrupting.

e Pushing a predetermined, one-sided
solution.

e Listening selectively.
e Notbeing in tune with audience emotions.

e Allowing personal emotions to get
involved.

e  Being knowledgeable in an arrogant way.

Six Thinking Hats

Metaphorically, each of the different-colored
hats represents a different thinking approach,
state, or perspective. Asking all these questions
can improve the quality of our decision making.

e Green Hat (Creative Thinking): no
criticism; just creativity. Explore,
investigate, and expand your idea, decision,
or concept and, in so doing, give way to
freewheeling thinking.

e Red Hat (Feeling): What is your gut-level
reaction or instinctive feeling (not your
justification—just your emotional
response)? Are you passionate, fearful, or
uncertain about this idea?

e  White Hat (Neutrality): Like the color
white, this approach stresses neutrality. Be
objective; list the pros and cons, using only

the facts you have. Look for cracks or holes
in your theory and address them with the
appropriate data.

e Black Hat (Negative Judgment): This is
the caution fl ag. Play the devil’s advocate;
list reasons this idea may not be the best
after all. What are some objections? Why
should you be cautious?

e Yellow Hat (Positive Judgment): Be
optimistic and sunny about this idea. What
are all the possible benefi ts and the value
of this decision or idea?

e Blue Hat (Process Control): This hat is
worn by the meeting’s chairperson(s). Like
directing traffi c, the blue hat helps to
facilitate the discussion and debate. (You
may suggest revisiting a team’s response if
new information merits it or inviting teams
to question each other.)

People who lack
confidence

e  React defensively to criticism.

e Are not honest about their own
abilities/limits.

e  Shun the advice/input of others.

e  Tend not to learn from their mistakes.

e Set unrealistic goals, and have
unrealistic expectations.

e Use problems as an excuse not to try.

e Blame others for things that go wrong.

e Avoid new challenges and play it safe.

e  Repeat self-defeating habits over and
over again.

e  Expect the worst, and often get it.
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Interesting Information Sources

10 Most Successful College
Entrepreneurs of All Time: You might think
your career starts once you’ve graduated from
college, but why wait? If you’ve got a great
idea, there’s no reason to hold off acting on it
until you have a degree. Just ask these college
entrepreneurs. They made their ideas into
successful business ventures while they were
still in college, sometimes earning big bucks and
creating a pretty enviable resume before they
ever got a college diploma. So if you’re debating
whether or not to start your own college
business, use these student entrepreneurs as
inspiration of how far you really can take your
ideas. Read the full article at http://goo.gl/qCjld

10 Ways Wikipedia Has Changed
Education: Whether ultimately a boon or a bane
(or somewhere in between), only educators from
another planet haven’t somehow encountered
opinions regarding Wikipedia’s presence in their
industry... Just about as many ideas about its
influence exist as there are individuals to even
hold them, but nobody can deny that the online
encyclopedia, not to mention the other
Wikimedia websites, certainly left a splash in
the classroom and mainstream society alike. And
here, for reader consideration, just happen to be
a couple of examples.Read the full story at http:/
/goo.gl/iZAFz

100 Google Search Tricks for the
Savviest of Students: In today’s schools, most
research is completed online, and Google is a
great resource for combing the web. But at the
same time, it’s not always easy to find exactly
what you want, given that there are usually
millions of results — with varying degrees of
accuracy. These tricks can help you find the
best results, while saving time and making your
life easier. Explore it at http://goo.gl/fINge

70 Super Useful Twitter Hashtags for
Homeschoolers: If you’re teaching, you may
already be using Twitter to keep in touch with
friends, family, and other homeschoolers. But
did you know that there are so many resources
available through the messaging service? By
simply following hashtags, you can get
connected with discussion groups, resources,
advice, and more. Check out these hashtags to
get help with homeschooling and so much more.
See the list at http://goo.gl/ymXYI

100 Incredible Open Courses for the
Ultimate Tech Geek: While colleges can be a
great place to build up your knowledge of
technologies of all kinds, real world experience

and free learning resources on the web can do a
pretty good job of showing you the ropes as
well. Here are 100 free resources to help you
hone your techie skills and learn more about the
ever-changing world of technology. Explore the
resources at http://goo.gl/E6ldv

Turing Award Winners Panel
Discussion: Winners of the A.M.Turing Award,
the Nobel Prize of computing, describe their
singular contributions to the field, and their
works’ impact. They also find time to discuss
the current and future state of computer science.
Watch this one hour video at http://goo.gl/i3EVD

Computing for Everyone: In three
presentations that look back to digital-age
milestones, and glimpse ahead to what may
come next, speakers share some previously
undisclosed stories, great enthusiasms, and a
few concerns. Nicholas Negroponte tells a few
“dirty secrets” about the start of the MIT Media
Lab, including the fact that Negroponte and co-
founder Jerome Wiesner wanted to admit people
“who wouldn’t normally apply to MIT, let
alone get in,” and that the lab was viewed by
top administrators as a “salon de refuses:” a refuge
for brilliant researchers such as Seymour Papert,
“who were not welcome” elsewhere. Watch this
56 minutes video at http://goo.gl/d2TwX

USENIX Compendium of Best Papers:
Over the past decade, the Program Committees
from many of the USENIX conferences and
workshops have given out Best Paper, Best
Student Paper, and Best Presentation awards.
Access these papers at http://goo.gl/bVvbg

A New Device Enabling a Computer
to Identify Whether the User Is a Man or a
Woman: Universidad Politecnica de Madrid
researchers Juan Bekios-Calfa, Jose M.
Buenaposada, and Luis Baumela have
developed a system that analyzes a video signal
to determine the gender of faces pictured in the
images in real time, enabling computers to
monitor whether users’ faces belong to men or
women. The new technology can be used to
gather demographic information for TV and
advertising purposes. More at http://goo.gl/
TN7p9

The First Plastic Computer Processor:
European researchers have developed a
computer processor and memory chip made
from plastic semiconductors. The researchers
used 4,000 plastic transistors to create the plastic
microprocessor, which is built on top of plastic
foil. “Compared to using silicon, this has the
advantage of lower price and that it can be

flexible,” says IMEC’s Jan Genoe. The
commands are coded into a second foil etched
with plastic circuits that can be connected to
the processor to load the program. More at
http://goo.gl/HQZ21

New Technology Would Dramatically
Extend Battery Life for Mobile Devices:
University of Illinois researchers have developed
anew form of ultra-low-power digital memory
that is faster and uses 100 times less energy
than conventional memory systems and could
lead to future portable devices with much longer
battery life between charges. More at http://
goo.gl/11kel

Stanford Computer Scientists Find
Internet Security Flaw : Stanford University
researchers have found a security flaw in audio-
based completely automated public Turing test
to tell computers and humans apart
(CAPTCHAS), which are designed to provide
Internet security for the visually impaired. More
at http://goo.gl/SAUSH

University of Pennsylvania’s PR2
Robot Learns to Read : The University of
Pennsylvania’s Robot PR2 now has the ability
to read for itself. Nicknamed Graspy, the robot
can read anything from simple signs to full-
length warnings, and further research could lead
to the ability to read longer texts. More at http:/
/goo.gl/ILDUy

Book on
“Basic Computer Engineering”

Authors: Sanjay Silakari, Rajesh
K. Shukla. Publisher: Wiley India Pvt. Ltd.
Pages: 452. Price: Rs. 319/=

This book helps in familiarizing students
with the basic organization of the computer,
and then moving on to study of the operating
systems such as Windows, DOS and UNIX;
database management systems; data
structures; algorithms and C++, without
entering into the specifics of programming
languages and complex technologies.

The clear explanation of the topics,
uniformity in presentation, and illustration
of concepts through numerous examples
makes this book suitable for self-study.

Examples, Screenshots makes the
understanding easy. End chapter summary,
review and multiple choice questions re-
enforces the understanding.

This book will be useful to the first year
students of CSE, IT and MCA students.
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Book on

“Basic Electrical and
Electronics Engineering”

Authors: V. Jegathesan, K. Vinoth
Kumar, R. Saravanakumar. Publisher: Wiley
India Pvt. Ltd. Pages: 552. Price: Rs. 349/=

This book provides a comprehensive,
intuitive, conceptual, and hands-on
introduction to Electrical and Electronic
Engineering with an emphasis on creative
problem solving.

Beginning with the fundamentals of
electricity and electrical elements, it provides
an exhaustive coverage of fundamental
aspects of electrical quantities, alternating and
direct current machines, power systems, basic
analog instruments and ends with a brief
discussion on computer and communication.

Emphasizing the fundamental concepts,
the book develops problem-solving skills by
providing a large number of worked-out
examples. Multiple choice questions and
problems are provided at end of each chapter
along with answers

This book will be useful to the Electrical
and Electronics Engineering students.

Book on

“Control Systems
Engineering”

Author: Prof. Norman S. Nise . Publisher:
Wiley India Pvt. Ltd. Pages: 720. Price:
Rs. 489/=

This book emphasizes on the basic
concepts along with practical application of
control systems engineering. It provides an
up-to-date resource for analyzing and
designing real-world feedback control
systems. It also offers a balanced treatment
of the hardware and software sides of the
development of embedded systems, besides
discussions on the embedded systems
development lifecycle and an accessible
introduction to hardware debugging and
testing in the development process.

The accompanying CD contains the
tutorials on MATLAB, objective type
questions and select answers, solution for
skill assessment exercises and bibliography.

This book on control systems engineering
will be useful to the students of electrical,
electronics, telecommunications, robotics,
mechanical, aeronautics and chemical
engineering.

Book on

“Game Architecture and
Programming”

Authors: Radha Shankarmani, Sauraabh
Jain, Gaurang Sinha. Publisher: Wiley India
Pvt. Ltd. Pages: 280. Price: Rs. 339/=

This book introduces readers to the
technologies and software engineering practices
used in the game industry today. It helps
readers learn the basics of creating a PC game
based on DirectX. The topic is effectively
branched into two parts: game architecture
and game programming. The examples and
programming codes are practical and
interesting to implement, hence providing a
very engaging readership experience. It expects
the reader to be familiar with C and C++
programming and have a basic understanding
of Windows programming. On reading, the
readers will be able to build their first game on
Windows by writing their own graphics and
logic engine. End chapter summary, definition
of key terms, and review questions ensures
understanding. The book also has useful
appendices on Game Genre and Game
Development Studio Chart. This book will
be useful to students and professionals having
an interest in game development and getting
an insight and kick start into the field.
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